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Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

1.0 Purpose

This policy was developed to manage food trucks on University property in support of
university events. In accordance with University Policy 5000: University Real Property
(Building, Grounds, Infrastructure) Usage and Events, priority of use for Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) facilities must be given to those
activities related to the mission of the university. Additionally, facilities must be used in a
safe, professional manner so as not to endanger the university community or the general
public.

2.0 Policy

For the purpose of this policy, “food truck” refers to any readily moveable (i.e., mounted on
wheels) food establishment including vehicles, enclosed trailers, and pushcarts. Food trucks
often include cooking equipment that utilize open flames or produce smoke or grease laden
vapors during food preparation (see section 4.0 Definitions). Food trucks approved to
distribute food on property owned or controlled by the university must do so in accordance
with the requirements of this Policy, all other Virginia Tech Policies, and applicable Federal
and State laws and regulations, including but not limited to state food regulations for
cleanliness and sanitation, and licensing, inspection, and permitting requirements governing
the operation of a food service business.

3.0 Procedures

All food trucks are required to have a valid permit issued by the health department prior to
operating on University property. All food trucks equipped with appliances that utilize
open flames or produce smoke, or grease-laden vapors must also have a valid permit issued
by the appropriate Virginia state fire official.

3.1 University Food Trucks

University Food Trucks may provide service in any approved location on the Virginia Tech
Blacksburg campus, provided it does not create a health or safety risk, does not impede the
flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, and complies with Virginia Tech policies and
procedures (including parking rules). University Food Trucks must be approved by the
university’s office for Environmental Health & Safety (EHS), meet all permit requirements
outlined in this policy, and must comply with University Policies 3005, University- Related
Business and Commercial Activities, and 3006, Catering Policy.

3.2 Non-University Food Trucks

Non-university food trucks must have a university sponsor and prior approval from an
official university scheduling office (University Policy 5000: University Real Property
(Building, Grounds, Infrastructure) Usage and Events) to distribute food at a given
location. Requests for food trucks to operate on University property must be coordinated
through the appropriate university scheduling office with EHS in advance of a planned
event. To request approval for a food truck, contact EHS at (540) 231-3600 or email
firesafety@vt.edu.
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Food trucks serving construction sites are not required to have a university sponsor but rather shall obtain approval
of the construction contractor’s site superintendent and shall remain within the project site boundaries. These food
trucks can only provide services by direct invitation of the contractor and must be registered with EHS.

Food trucks serving Virginia Tech facilities outside of the main campus, including local sites, regional campuses and
Agricultural Research and Extension Centers (ARECs), must meet all applicable state and local license and
permitting requirements.

3.3. Food Truck Requirements

Food trucks serving any University property must satisfy the following requirements:
1.

Registration: Food trucks serving the Blacksburg campus (other than University Food Trucks) must be
registered and approved by EHS indicating that they are authorized to provide food services on campus. The
facility director or designee is responsible for registering with EHS any food trucks serving locations outside
of Blacksburg (including regional campuses and ARECs).

Food truck vendors are required to electronically submit documentation to EHS:
a. Current health department permit
b. Current fire safety permit (when applicable)

c. Certificate of Insurance (COI) with appropriate coverages required by the Office of Risk Management
and Insurance.

EHS will maintain a list of approved food trucks on the EHS food truck website. University sponsors may
only use food trucks that are on the approved list or must submit a request to add a food truck at least 30 days
prior to the event. Food trucks with expired permits, inspections or certificates of insurance will be removed
from the list.

Alcohol Service: All food trucks must comply with all Virginia laws and Virginia Tech Policies related to
serving alcohol at events. See University Policy 1015 for details.

Other Requests: All food trucks must comply with all requests of university officials (e.g., Virginia Tech
Police, EHS, Parking Services) related to safety, security, or disruption of normal operations, including
requests to leave campus or to relocate.

4.0 Definitions

Food Trucks: For the purpose of this policy, food trucks include any mobile food preparation vehicle that falls
within the following definitions:

L.

Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code definition of a Mobile Food Preparation Vehicle (MFPV) —
vehicles and enclosed trailers able to be occupied by persons during cooking operations that contain cooking
equipment that utilize open flames or produce smoke or grease laden vapors for the purpose of preparing and
serving food to the public.

Virginia Department of Health definition of a Mobile Food Unit (MFU) — a food establishment mounted on
wheels (excluding boats in the water) readily moveable from place to place at all times during operation.
This includes pushcarts, trailers, trucks, or vans. The unit, all operations, and all equipment must be integral
to and be within or attached to the unit.

University Food Trucks: a motorized vehicle, or a trailer which must be towed behind a motorized vehicle, that is
equipped to cook and/or sell food, and which is operated by Virginia Tech Dining Services.
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University Real Property: any location, either permanent or temporary, owned or leased by Virginia Tech, and
includes satellite campuses and offices. This includes, but is not limited to, the buildings, grounds, infrastructure,
outdoor spaces and the surrounding perimeters including the parking lots, field locations, classrooms, alternate work,
or class locations.

University Scheduling Office: a Virginia Tech office/department that has been delegated by the Executive Vice
President and Chief Operating Officer the general responsibility for scheduling specific university Real Property.

University Sponsor: an officially listed student organization, a university department, or a university-affiliated
organization that accepts responsibility for complying with the requirements of University Policy 5000, Section 2.2.2
for a specific event.

5.0 References

University Policy 1015, Policy on Serving Alcohol
http://www.policies.vt.edu/1015.pdf

University Policy 3005, University-Related Business and Commercial Activities
www.policies.vt.edu/3005.pdf

University Policy 3006, Catering Policy
http://www.policies.vt.edu/3006.pdf

University Policy 5000, University Real Property (Building, Grounds, Infrastructure) Usage and Events
http://www.policies.vt.edu/5000.pdf

University Policy 5215, Sales, Solicitation, and Advertising on Campus
http://www.policies.vt.edu/5215.pdf

Office of Risk Management and Insurance
https://risk.vt.edu/insurance.html

Virginia Tech Food Truck Website
https://ehs.vt.edu/programs/occupational-safety/fire-and-life-safety/food-trucks0.html

Virginia Tech Parking Regulations and Operations Manual
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency 1 05/chapterl 1/

https://parking.vt.edu/

Virginia Administrative Code (Chapter 421: Food Regulations)
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincodefull/title12/agency5/chapter421/

6.0 Approval and Revisions
Approved January 23, 2017 by Sherwood G. Wilson, Vice President for Administration.

Revision 1
e Updated policy to reflect change in organizational oversight from Vice President for Administration to
Vice President for Student Affairs.
e Technical updates to titles, links, and references.

Approved November 3, 2020 by Frank X. Shushok Jr., Vice President for Student Affairs.

Revision 2
e Revised policy in its entirety.
e Updated links and references.

Approved October 23, 2025 by Amy Orders, Associate Vice President for Public Safety.
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